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WHAT DOES THE IB PROGRAMME 
INVOLVE?

You choose one course from each of six subject areas, three or 
four at Higher Level and the rest at Standard Level. The content of 
Standard Level courses is smaller than that of Higher Level and they 
are usually a little less demanding academically.

Varndean College has been an IB World School since 2008. We chose the IB because we think it offers something exciting and different: 
a broad, academically rigorous education for the whole person.

The IBD is taught world-wide and is internationally recognised and understood by universities and employers as excellent preparation 
for further study or employment. It is administered by the International Baccalaureate Organisation, a body which is independent of any 
government and which has an international perspective.   

IB students work hard, but get an education which is neither driven by assessment requirements nor subject to any Government policy.  
The course encourages them to be open-minded, intellectually curious and keen to learn. They seem to have a lot of fun too!   

WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA (IBD)?

Students wishing to study at university abroad should check country-specific requirements and the entry requirements of 
individual universities on the IBO website.

THE MISSION OF THE IB DIPLOMA

To develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who help to create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect.
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The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity 
and shared guardianship of the planet, help create a better and more peaceful world.  
As IB learners we strive to be:

IB LEARNER PROFILE

OPEN-MINDED
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal 
histories, as well as the values and traditions of others. We 
seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing 
to grow from the experience.

CARING
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a
commitment to service, and we act to make a positive 
difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

RISK-TAKERS
We approach uncertainty with forethought and 
determination; we work independently and cooperatively 
to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are 
resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change.

BALANCED
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects 
of our lives, intellectual, physical, and emotional to achieve
well-being for ourselves and others. We recognise our 
interdependence with other people and with the world in 
which we live.

REFLECTIVE
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and
experience. We work to understand our strengths and 
weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal 
development.

INQUIRERS
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and
research. We know how to learn independently and with 
others.  We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of 
learning throughout life.

KNOWLEDGEABLE
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines. We engage with 
issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

THINKERS
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and 
take responsible action on complex problems. We exercise 
initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.

COMMUNICATORS
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more 
than one language and in many ways. We collaborate 
effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other 
individuals and groups.
PRINCIPLED
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of 
fairness and justice, and with respect for the dignity and 
rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our 
actions and their consequences.
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WHAT SUBJECTS ARE ON OFFER IN THE IB DIPLOMA AT VARNDEAN COLLEGE?

GROUP SUBJECT STANDARD
LEVEL

HIGHER
LEVEL

1. English Literature English Literature  

2. Second Language French  

German  

Spanish  

Mandarin 

Mandarin for beginners (‘ab initio’) 

3. Individuals and Societies History  

Global Politics  

Psychology  

4. Experimental Sciences Biology  

Environmental Systems & Societies (ES&S) 

Physics  

5. Mathematics Mathematics:  Analysis and Approaches  

Mathematics:  Applications and Interpretations 

6. Additional Subjects Chemistry  

Economics  
Philosophy  

Visual Arts  

Students who want to study Maths, Physics, Engineering or Economics at university are advised to take Mathematics:  Analysis and 
Approaches.    
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All students also follow the Core Programme.   This is made up of:

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)
You study the foundations of knowledge in particular areas.  Your essay is externally assessed whilst your presentation is assessed by 
your tutor.  Both count towards your final mark (see page 24).

THE EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)
You will write an extended essay of 4,000 words which researches a topic of particular interest to you in any subject. A teacher will work 
with you individually to help you prepare, write and present your project. The essay is externally assessed and counts towards your final 
mark (see page 25).

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE (CAS)
A central, worthwhile and exciting part of the IB programme. You will take part in a variety of extra-curricular activities, comprising some 
artistic or creative work, fitness and volunteering in the community (see page 26).

CORE PROGRAMME
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All external written exams take place in May of year two and the results 
are published in July. We also hold internal exams in May of year one and 
January of year two. Coursework comprises up to 30% in most subjects. 
In Literature and Modern Languages, the coursework consists of oral 
assessment/listening. 

The maximum possible Diploma score is 45:  a maximum of seven points 
for each subject, plus a maximum of three for the Core.  In order to pass 
the Diploma, you need to achieve a minimum of 24 points.

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO STUDY THE IB DIPLOMA?

We require a minimum of at least 7 GCSEs at Grades 9-6, including English, 
Maths and Science. 
Certain subjects (at both Standard and Higher Level) have particular subject 
requirements. For these, see the specific subject sections in this booklet.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

SOME VERY GOOD REASONS WHY THE IB MIGHT BE THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR YOU:

• You keep all your options open for another two years. 

• No future career path will be closed down for you at the age of 16. 

• You have free choice about which subjects you take at Higher Level. 

• All degree courses and employment opportunities remain open to you. 

• You gain an internationally recognised qualification known and 
understood by universities and employers all over the world. 

• Universities are enthusiastic about the rounded education 
which the IB Diploma provides. Students who have studied 
the IB Diploma have a wide knowledge, a capacity to think 
for themselves and a proven ability to carry out independent 
research.

• Taking a subject at Higher Level prepares you just as well for 
degree level study as an A Level in that subject would do, if not 
better. 
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It is rare for any of our students not to achieve the 
full Diploma. In the past, one or two have decided 
that taking all six subjects is too much and have 
become IB Diploma Course students. This means 
that they take three, four or five of their subjects 
and achieve IB grades in each.

Both HL and SL IB individual certificates are 
accepted by some universities for entrance to 
degree courses, although the full Diploma is 
preferred.  If a student were to complete the 
course but fail to achieve enough points overall 
for the full Diploma they would still be awarded 
Course Grades in all six subjects.

DO I HAVE TO PASS EVERYTHING 
TO GET A QUALIFICATION?

WHAT MIGHT MY TIMETABLE LOOK LIKE?

TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

08.40 - 9.25 Biology
HL 

Psychology
 SL English HL French SL Maths SL

09.25 - 10.10 Biology
HL 

Psychology
 SL English HL French SL Maths SL

B R E A K

10.30 - 11.15 English HL French SL Tutorial Chemistry HL Psychology
 SL

11.15 - 12.00 English HL French SL Maths SL Chemistry HL  Psychology
SL

M O V E M E N T    T I M E

12.05 - 12.50 L U N C H L U N C H Psychology 
SL L U N C H L U N C H

12.50 - 13.35 Maths SL Chemistry HL Psychology
SL

Biology
HL French SL

13.35 - 14.20 Maths SL Chemistry HL 
LUNCH

Biology
HL French SL

B R E A K B R E A K

14.40 - 15.25 Biology 
HL ToK English HL Chemistry SL 

15.25 - 16.10 Biology
 HL ToK English HL Chemistry SL

B R E A K

16.20 - 17.05

Here is an example of what your timetable may look like.  Each student has 
their own unique timetable depending on which subjects they have chosen.
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Elizaveta studied 
the IB in 2019. She’d 
attended studied in 
her home country of 
Russia, but had always 
been interested in 
foreign education 
and languages. One 
summer, she attended 
a summer camp to 

improve her English skills and was so inspired by 
the teachers and the UK education system that she 
decided to challenge herself and move to the UK 
to finish studying here. She chose the IB as she was 
unsure about her future plans, so the IB gave her a 
broad choice of subjects.  ”Varndean showed fantastic 
results and I liked that it was located in Brighton, a 
beautiful city in the South of England. The college 
also gave me an opportunity to live with a host 
family which made me feel like home.  My favourite 
aspect about the IB is that it educated me from many 
different perspectives, developing a wide range of 
useful skills such as critical thinking, essay writing, 
and communication.  I enjoyed the global approach to 
all the subjects and it is not just about remembering 
information, but about thinking critically and 
evaluating your knowledge.”

APPLICATIONS FROM OVERSEAS STUDENTS

Overseas students living in the UK with their parent/s who wish to complete the IB Diploma at Varndean should apply as normal.  
Overseas students from non-EU countries who do not plan to live in the UK with their parent/s, are able to take the IB Diploma over 
two years, living with a host family and supported by the College; however please note there will be additional fees to pay.   For more 
information contact the College’s International Department at international@varndean.ac.uk

Varndean College welcomes an increasingly large number of students from all over the world.  International students should provide 
evidence of qualifications gained over the last two years and will then be interviewed by the College. We may also ask you to complete 
an entrance test in English, Maths and Biology if you do not have GCSEs or iGCSEs, or an IELTS score of at least 6.5.  

Fiyinfoluwa was  
born in the UK, but 
moved to Nigeria 
to achieve his West 
African Senior School 
Certificate alongside 
a set of iGCSEs.  He 
returned to the UK 
with his family to 
complete his education 

and took the IB Diploma with the aim of studying 
medicine at university.  Fiy chose the IB because 
“it presented something different” and gave him 
“the choice to follow a wide variety of subjects”.  
Whilst at Varndean, he also won second place in 
the University of Oxford’s Christopher Tower Poetry 
Competition. He completed his Diploma in 2020 with 
an incredible 43 points and is now studying Medicine 
at Imperial College, London.  Fiy said “the mere scope 
and breadth of the subjects were the best part of 
the IB. I was introduced to so many new ideas and 
concepts which I would have never thought to look at 
otherwise.”  

FIYINFOLUWA OLADIPO ELIZAVETA TANDELOVA
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GROUP ONE: ENGLISH LITERATURE
(available at SL and HL)

Entry Requirements: 
Standard Level: Grade 6 in GCSE English Language or 
English Literature
Higher Level: Grade 6 or in GCSE English Language or 
English Literature

This is an exciting course covering a wide range of texts 
from both English and World Literature. During the two 
years of study, you will explore a variety of literary forms 
(poetry, plays, fiction and nonfiction), from the classical 
period all the way to the present day. Reading each text 
in light of its specific historical and political context, you 
will investigate links between texts and analyse the ways 
in which a series of global issues such as identity, power 
and creativity, are approached or represented in the texts, 
always looking at what kind of knowledge of the world  
and of ourselves we can gain through literature. 

Thirteen texts are studied for Higher Level and ten for 
Standard Level; some are studied in depth and closely, 
some more rapidly. Assessment in the first year is oral, by 
means of an analysis of two extracts and the ways that 
each represents the global issue of your choice. For HL, 
this accounts for 20% of your final mark, for SL 30%. In 
the second year, HL will write an essay which is externally 
assessed and worth another 20% of your overall grade . 
At the end of the course, both HL and SL are assessed by 
means of two examinations worth 60% for HL and 70%   
for SL.
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GROUP TWO: SECOND LANGUAGE (Language B)                       
(available at SL and HL)

French, German, Spanish (HL and SL) and Mandarin (SL)
Entry Requirements:  Grade 6 in GCSE French, German, Spanish or Mandarin

Aiming to create a better and more peaceful world through INTERCULTURAL UNDERSTANDING and 
RESPECT? If so, you may want to consider how to become an "Intercultural Speaker".  
Language B courses offer an exciting programme that allow you to benefit from both the academic 
and professional advantages of being bilingual.  These courses will quickly develop your language 
skills as well as your knowledge and understanding of French, German,  Hispanic  and Chinese 
culture and society. 

The B syllabus for all language B’s is organised into five prescribed themes: identities, experiences, human ingenuity, social organization 
and sharing the planet.   Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar (the what of language) is reinforced and extended by understanding 
audience, context, purpose, meaning and variation (the why and how of language). Students will be exposed to a variety of authentic 
text types in relation to the prescribed themes and related course content. 

Topics will develop from the context of the individual in society, to the consideration of more complex global, political, cultural, social, 
moral and ethical issues by the end of the second year, when you will be able to engage in discussion and debate.  These topics or issues 
are then studied through a range of authentic media sources - television, press, radio, internet, film and through some literary texts and 
extracts and two pieces of literature are studied at HL. The IB curriculum offers a lot of flexibility with the  literature and films choices 
and substantial parts of the content will vary depending on each year students' interests and motivations.

Students are assessed both externally and internally:
• External assessment consists of Paper 1: productive skills—writing (25%) and Paper 2: receptive skills (50%)—with separate sections  
      for listening and reading.
• Internal assessment at SL and HL consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive skills (25%).

The language B courses are language acquisition courses for students with some previous         
experience of the target language.
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Mandarin (ab initio) (SL)
Entry requirements:  No specific entry requirements

The language ab initio course is a language acquisition course for students with no prior experience of the target language, or for those 
students with very limited previous experience. Studying Mandarin at a beginner's level provides students with an exciting opportunity 
to acquire new language skills, as well as develop an appreciation of the cultural difference of Mandarin-speaking communities and 
function successfully in a Mandarin-speaking environment, helping students improve their opportunities for employment, travel and 
entertainment.  The language ab initio syllabus is organised into the same five themes as the SL and HL courses above and students are 
exposed to a variety of authentic text types in relation to the prescribed themes and topics, as well as the content contained within the 
language-specific syllabuses.

Students are assessed both externally and internally:

• External assessment consists of Paper 1: productive skills—writing (25%)  and                                                                                                        
      Paper 2: receptive skills (50%)—with separate sections for listening and reading 
• Internal assessment consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive skills (25%).

French 
Interested in French?

In French, books and films previously studied include: L’étranger, Bonjour tristesse, 
No et moi, Huis clos, Le gone du chaâba,  La haine and Welcome which explore 
the wider and global themes of Identities, Immigration, racism and Francophone 
culture. You will work with authentic materials aimed at French speakers and will 
explore a huge variety of texts (articles, blogs, literary ones, interviews to name a 
few) and audio as well as video materials that will ensure you get a very current 
view of what is going on in the French speaking world, culturally and politically. 
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“I have had an extremely 
positive experience 
studying at Varndean. 
The tutors are all so 
passionate about the 
subjects they teach and 
make learning engaging 
and fun.”

JENS
KOSTER

German
Interested in German?

In German, we have studied both modern and classic 
literature, such as Schlink’s ‘der Vorleer’ and Dürrenmatt’s 
‘der Besuch der alten Dame’. Films studies include ‘das 
Leben der anderen’ and ‘Goodbye Lenin.’

Spanish 
Interested in Spanish?

Spanish is the second most widely spoken language in the 
world (over 500 million speakers worldwide) therefore 
IB students taking Spanish B find themselves in a strong 
position to undertake part of their studies abroad as well 
as improving their overall competitiveness in the job 
market.  Many former IB students found  having learnt 
Spanish essential to be able to study and/or work abroad 
(Developing Studies, Journalism, International institutions, 
NGOs working in Latin America, Erasmus Program … and 
more).

During this two year course learners will work on a 
variety of authentic texts (written and oral) covering a 
wide range of GLOBAL topics and exploring them within 
the 21 independent countries where Spanish is an/the 
official language. Students enjoyed: Tú y Otros Desastres 
Naturales, Todo lo que Fuimos, Destronada, Castillos de 
Cartón, as well as Seven Days in La Havana, Chico y Rita, 
Diarios de motocicleta, Machuca, Tierra y Libertad, Bread 
and Roses.

“ I chose to study the IB Diploma as an 
alternative to A Levels because it was 

an internationally recognised diploma and 
also didn’t restrict me to taking just three 
subjects.

I have always had an interest in History 
and being able to study it as part of the 
IB has been a very rewarding experience 
as the curriculum allowed for exploratory 
essay writing and covered a variety of 
interesting and relevant historical events 
and areas.  
Having lived in Mexico during my 
childhood, I also enjoyed being able to 
study Spanish because it allowed me to 
sharpen my language skills, as well as 
being able to read Spanish literature. 

Studied:  
Spanish, History, Biology (HL)
English, Maths, Chemistry (SL)

Previous School:        
Lewes Priory

Destination:
International Management,             
University of Warwick

I have had an extremely positive 
experience studying at Varndean.  The 
tutors are all so passionate about the 
subjects they teach and make learning 
engaging and fun.  There is also a real 
sense of community where you are 
able to make new friends and share this 
amazing experience with such a friendly 
group of people."
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GROUP THREE: INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 
(available at SL and HL)

History 
Entry Requirements: No specific entry requirements

You will study a broad range of historical issues and controversies from the 19th and 
20th centuries to enable you to develop a critical and comparative understanding 
of themes in world and European history, including authoritarian states and the 
development and fall of Communism. Higher Level students also specialise in 18th 
to 20th century European history, exploring revolutions and the rise of the nation-
state, studying revolutionary France and Imperial, Soviet and Post-Soviet Russia. 
Through case studies, you’ll get to grips with concepts such as causation, continuity 
and change over time, and explore varied historical perspectives. The course is 
assessed by written exams (75% SL  80% HL) and coursework (25% SL 20% HL), for 
which you’ll investigate a historical question of your own choice, equipping you with 
essential research skills and preparing you for study beyond college.Global Politics

Entry Requirements: No specific entry requirements

If you want to change the world, you need to know how it works because in our interconnected world 
the decisions that politicians make increasingly have a global impact. From Black Lives Matter to 
Climate Change the role of states, non-state actors and individual citizens all have an impact. You will 
study the people, power and politics behind the conflicts and decision-making which affect citizens on 
the international, national and local stage. Central to this will be an investigation of concepts, such as 
sovereignty, human rights, development, and peace. The nature of the course means that the case studies 
used will change according to events and student interest but in-depth studies of the re-emergence of 
Russia as a regional and world power, together with the causes and impact of Brexit have featured in 
recent years. Through these studies, you will gain a greater understanding of the global consequences of 
the actions of politicians on all sides of the debate. At Higher Level you will also have the opportunity to 
study a number of global political challenges such as poverty, identity and security. All students complete 
an engagement activity which takes learning out of the classroom to enable them to engage in a real life 
political issue and reflect on politics at a more local level. At Higher Level, 40% of the course is Internally 
Assessed and at Standard this is 25%.
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Psychology
Entry requirements:  No specific entry requirements

Psychology is the study of human behaviour and 
experience. You will gain a critical understanding of the 
ways that human behaviour is studied from biological, 
cognitive and social perspectives. During the two years 
you will develop an appreciation of Psychology as an 
academic discipline and as a body of knowledge which is 
relevant to the world around us. Topics include Mental 
Health, Human Relationships, Memory, Social Identity 
and Brain Plasticity, among others. Teaching and learning 
include lectures, discussions and student presentations. 
75–80% of the overall grade is through terminal 
exams and 20-25% is assessed through a Psychological 
Report on a Practical Experiment conducted as a 
group.  Students should be advised that sound personal 
organisation and essay writing skills are desirable as 
there are a broad range of topics covered which are 
typically assessed by short or extended essay questions. 

BEA 
PESCOTT-KHAN
"The range of texts
in English Literature
helped me fall 
back in love with 
reading"

Studied:  
English, French, History (HL)
Biology, Chemistry, Maths (SL)
Previous School:        
Our Lady of Sion

Destination:
History, University of Durham

“
I originally planned to study A Levels, 
but because I was unsure on my 

future career path, realised that the IB 
would be a more suitable alternative. 
Varndean also showed a great community 
atmosphere when visiting at Open 
Evenings.  Initially I chose to study Biology 
and Chemistry at HL as I wanted to pursue 
a career in medicine, but then realised 
that my career ambitions lie in humanities 
so swapped my subject choice levels 
around.

I have particularly enjoyed the wide 
variety of the curriculum and how it has 
provided me with a global perspective 
and develop my skills of international 
mindfulness. The range of texts in English 
Literature also helped me fall back in 
love with reading, giving me the   

opportunity to explore classic literature 
and texts in translation. 

Whilst at Varndean, I was the Equality, 
Diversity & Inclusion Officer for the 
Student Union, which meant I became 
involved with many different activities, 
ensuring that Varndean was an 
welcoming space for everyone.  This role 
also meant that I worked with fellow 
members to stage fundraising events for 
the whole student body to enjoy."
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“       After completing the IB course these past two years, the fears I 
might have once had have been replaced by a new and genuine 

passion and understanding of the subjects. Undeniably, this was because 
of my tutor's innovative and holistic approach to teaching by frequently 
incorporating enjoyable tasks to help you understand or summarise what 
has been taught. In the same vein, lessons were never limited to the scope 
stipulated by the syllabus, but instead discussions about current and future 
applications of course material were very much encouraged. Additionally, 
my tutor's caring nature and overall enthusiasm particularly shone through 
when designing and setting up my experiment for the Internal Assessment, 
where she was totally dedicated to ensuring that I understood the project I 
was about to undergo and also readily answered or researched any questions 
I might have had. It was these things, amongst many others, that made my 
Biology class an absolute pleasure to go to, even during the most challenging 
parts of the IB." Fiyinfoluwa Oladipo (Varndean College 2018-2020) now 
studying Medicine, Imperial College London.

“
I chose Varndean because it 
offered me the opportunity to 

study the IB.  All the subjects had 
their huge value, but most of all I 
really enjoyed the sciences as I 
wanted to read Biology at university.  
Even the subjects which I was unsure 
about continuing on from GCSE 
helped me enormously to develop a 
more rounded way of thinking. Much 
of what I studied transferred well 
between subjects and I appreciated 
the way all the subjects unite under 
one international/intercultural 
umbrella.  What I particularly 
enjoyed most about my time at 
Varndean was the way I was 
challenged and pushed by the IB.

Studied:  
Biology, Chemistry, Spanish (HL)
English, Maths, History (SL)

Previous School:      
Priory School, Lewes

Destination:
Biology, University of Mancheter

The social aspect of college was also 
enhanced by the really supportive and 
tight-knit IB community, as well as the 
lovely open space that surrounds the 
college site.  
I am now going to read Biology (with 
a year's industrial placement) at the 
University of Manchester.  Following 
this, I hope to have a job in research that 
maybe will allow me to travel too."

LUCA 
BUCKLEY MCDONALD

"What I particularly 
enjoyed most was the 
way I was challenged 

and pushed by the IB."
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Biology
Entry Requirements: 
Standard Level: 2 x Grade 6 in combined GCSE Science or 2 x Grade 6 in separate sciences
Higher Level: 2 x Grade 7 in combined GCSE Science or 2 x Grade 7 in separate sciences

This course will give you an understanding of the structure and functioning of organisms at all levels from the molecular level to the 
whole organism. You will be encouraged to appreciate the diversity of life and how different organisms show adaptations that enable 
them to exploit different environmental conditions and to recognise that these adaptations are a result of evolutionary change. Both 
Standard and Higher level are offered and assessment is by external exam papers plus teacher-assessed practical skills. You will also be 
required to participate in a collaborative project.

The core topics studied at both SL and HL are cell biology, molecular biology, genetics, ecology, evolution and physiology. There is also 
an option studied at the end of the course. The course is assessed by exams at the end plus teacher-assessed practical skills; this internal 
assessment is worth up to 20% of your marks. You will also take part in a collaborative project with the Chemists and Physicists.

GROUP FOUR: EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES (available at SL and HL)

Environmental Systems & Societies (ES&S)  (SL only)
Entry Requirements: 
Standard Level: 2 x Grade 6 in combined GCSE Science or 2 x Grade 6 in separate sciences

This course provides students with a sound understanding of the interrelationship between environmental systems and societies 
and a greater appreciation of pressing environmental issues. The ES&S course combines teachings of Biology, Geography, Ecology, 
Environmental Science, Chemistry and even Physics and uses a teaching approach that allows students to evaluate the scientific, ethical 
and socio-political aspects of these issues.  It covers a range of environmental issues, from climate change and global warming to 
pollution, as well as investigating ecosystems and biomes like tropical rainforests and deserts to studying biodiversity and endangered 
species. ES&S also examines the human population on earth, where it lives and the key demographic characteristics of it whilst looking 
into main anthropogenic influences in local and global aspects. 

The course is particularly relevant to students who enjoy scientific study but do not require a core science for HE or career pathways, 
combining natural sciences with ethical, philosophical and political analysis it aims to foster an international perspective, awareness of 
local and global environmental concerns and an understanding of the scientific methods.
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Physics
Entry Requirements: 
Standard Level: 2 x Grade 6 in combined GCSE Science or 2 x Grade 6 in separate sciences (inc Physics)
Higher Level: 2 x Grade 7 in combined GCSE Science or 2 x Grade 7 in separate sciences (inc Physics)

From Quarks to Quasars, Physics is all about understanding and predicting nature. We will look at how our world (and beyond) behaves 
and try to make sense of it. You will enjoy Physics if you want to find out about life, the universe and everything, develop models to 
explain how the universe works, sharpen your problem-solving skills and see how Physics is used in the world around us. IB Physics 
places great emphasis on the practical uses of the subject, the scientific method and how discoveries are communicated to other 
physicists around the world as well as the public whilst exploring the notion that  scientists are not always ‘right’.

Core topics studied include Mechanics; Gravity & Orbits; Astrophysics & Cosmology; Atomic, Nuclear & Quantum Physics; Thermal 
Physics & Gases; Waves and Electricity & Magnetism.  Assessment at both levels is by external exam papers plus teacher-assessed 
practical skills worth up to 20% of your marks. You will also take part in a collaborative project with the Chemists and Biologists.

 Physics has been fun since our tutor teaches it in a way 
that makes us understand and appreciate the scientific 

thinking that lead to the discoveries we learn about. In maths, it's 
been fun to deal with more advanced content, such as calculus 
and methods of proof. It's been really fun to get to study my 
favourite subjects, Maths and Physics, at a level where I get 
to learn about the complicated concepts that begin to arise at 
more advanced stages. For example, the units on Cosmology 
and Particle Physics have immensely interesting in Physics, 
and it's been incredibly fun to learn and apply methods for 
solving Differential Equations in Maths. I've also really enjoyed 
hearing about the numerous ways in which chemistry is relevant 
to different aspects of modern medicine and engineering."                                               
Jacob Lynas (Varndean College 2020-2022) 

“
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GROUP FIVE: MATHEMATICS
(available at SL and HL)

Mathematics:  Analysis and Approaches
Entry Requirements: 
Standard Level: Grade 6 in GCSE Maths
Higher Level: Grade 8 in GCSE Maths and Grade 7 in GCSE Science
This course is appropriate for students who enjoy developing their mathematics to 
become fluent in the construction of mathematical arguments and develop strong 
skills in mathematical thinking. They will also be fascinated by exploring real and 
abstract applications of these ideas, with and without the use of technology. Students 
who take Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches will be those who enjoy the thrill 
of mathematical problem solving and generalization. The content is very similar to A 
Level Maths. All students are required to investigate an area of mathematics related 
to a topic that they have personal interest in. Past topics have been Pole vaulting, 
Ebola outbreak, dolphins and guitar playing. It contributes 20% to final grade. 
This subject is aimed at students who will go on to study subjects with substantial 
mathematics content such as mathematics itself, engineering, physical sciences, or 
economics.

Mathematics:  Applications and Interpretations
Entry Requirements: 
Standard Level: a Grade 6 in GCSE Maths
This course is appropriate for students who are interested in developing their mathematics for describing 
our world and solving practical problems. They may also be interested in harnessing the power of 
technology alongside exploring mathematical models. Students who take Mathematics: Applications and 
Interpretation will be those who enjoy mathematics best when seen in a practical context. All students are 
required to investigate an area of mathematics related to a topic that they have a personal interest. Past 
topics have been Pole vaulting, Ebola outbreak, dolphins and guitar playing. It contributes 20% to final 
grade. This subject is aimed at students who will go on to study subjects such as social sciences, natural 
sciences, statistics, business, some economics courses, psychology, and design.
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GROUP SIX: ADDITIONAL SUBJECTS
(available at SL and HL)

Chemistry
Entry Requirements: 
for Standard Level: 2 x Grade 6 in combined GCSE Science or 2 x Grade 6 in 
separate sciences (minimum)
for Higher Level: 2 x Grade 7 in combined GCSE Science or 2 x Grade 7 in separate 
sciences (minimum)

The course starts with ideas of atomic structure, the mole concept, bonding and 
energetics. This leads on to group chemistry, equilibrium and kinetics. The more 
demanding concepts involved in thermodynamics and equilibrium will challenge 
students, stimulating and extending their appreciation of Chemistry. Knowledge 
of organic chemistry will be developed to include important industrial and 
environmental aspects. You will be encouraged to consider the impact Chemistry has 
made on society and the responsibilities those connected with the chemical industry 
have. The option module is Medicinal Chemistry linking nicely with the organic 
chemistry content. We have very strong connections with both Brighton and Sussex 
Universities and attend regular events there, plus competitions such as the Olympiad 
exam, Cambridge Chemistry Challenge and the Analytical Competition. The practical 
component includes an Investigative Assignment worth 20% of the overall grade. 
Chemistry is a key part of most vocational scientific occupations and mandatory for 
medicine, veterinary and dental sciences.

“
What I have really enjoyed about studying at Varndean is the passion the teachers 
hold for their subjects which facilitates an enjoyable and interesting course.  As 

well as developing academically, I have also developed more as an all-round person.” 
Louie Garnett, ex Downlands Community School, (Varndean College 2017-2019) now 
studying Medicine at University of Leeds.
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Philosophy
Entry Requirements: No specific entry requirements

Philosophy will teach you how to formulate arguments in a 
rational and logical way and to be able to critically examine 
your own experiences and their ideological and cultural 
biases. It will introduce you to the plurality of philosophical 
traditions and should develop in you a way of thinking 
that draws on personal reflection and a knowledge of 
philosophical traditions. You will be introduced to diverse 
approaches to philosophical reflection that encourage you 
to engage both academically in a range of materials from 
primary and secondary philosophical texts, literature, arts, 
contemporary media and first-hand experience.

All students studying IB Philosophy will study the Core 
Module on Human Nature that examines issues concerning 
what is distinctive about being human and how to live 
authentically in the light of this. All students will also study 
Ethics and a Philosophical text (currently Plato’s Republic). 
All students will also write a 2,000 word coursework essay 
working from a stimulus of their own choosing to address an 
issue of personal interest to them.

Higher Level students will in 
addition study Political Philosophy 
and  a module on the nature of 
Philosophical activity. 

Enlightenment is not guaranteed 
but you will become a better critical 
thinker and more engaged in the 
mystery of life! 

ISOBEL 
DENSLOW
"I had my heart set on 
taking the IB as I was 
hesitant at abandoning 
the subjects I was 
passionate about, 
but at the same time 
wanted to maintain a 
wide range of subjects 
that would allow me to 
study medicine."

“
I had my heart set on taking the IB as I 
was reluctant to abandon the subjects 

I was passionate about, but at the same 
time wanted to maintain a wide range of 
subjects that would allow me to study 
medicine.  I believe that the IB has fully 
accomplished its aim in encouraging an 
‘international mindedness’ and this has 
impacted me most significantly in the way 
I now view my STEM subjects.                        
Whilst at Varndean, I was the Wellbeing 
Officer in the Student Union and 
participated in the YMCA Mental Health 
Champion scheme helping to combat 
isolation.  Through the Med/Vet/Dent 
group,  I was in the winning team of the 
Brighton and Sussex Medical

Studied:  
Biology, Chemistry, English (HL)
Psychology, French, Maths (SL)

Previous School:      
Brighton & Hove High School

Destination:
Medicine, University of Belfast

School’s ‘Neglected Tropical Disease’ 
competition, I achieved Silver in the 
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge and 
also participated in Imperial College’s 
‘Science at Heart’ competition.  I have 
throughly enjoyed my time at Varndean. 
The great teaching and support received 
has made the entire experience so 
rewarding and enjoyable."
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Economics
Entry Requirements: No specific entry requirements

Economics is an exciting, dynamic subject that allows students to develop an 
understanding of the complexities and interdependence of economic activities in a 
rapidly changing world.  

At the heart of economic theory is the problem of scarcity and choice. Much of what we 
study in economics is about problems solving and decision making. While the world’s 
population has unlimited needs and wants, there are limited resources to satisfy these 
needs and wants. As a result of this scarcity, choices have to be made. Many of the issues 
we look at in economics are controversial, for example, the extent to which we want 
to provide for our needs and wants through state intervention or through the market 
system. We also look at markets that fail, and how these problems can be rectified. We 
look at different approaches to development and reducing inequality. At both SL and HL, 
the course uses economic theories to examine the ways in which these choices are made:

• at the level of producers and consumers in individual markets (microeconomics)

• at the level of the government and the national economy (macroeconomics)

• at an international level where countries are becoming increasingly interdependent through international trade and the movement  
of labour and capital (the global economy)

Units covered
1. Introduction to Economics - Exploring quesstions like ‘What is economics?’ and ‘How do economists approach the world?’

2. Microeconomics - Studying concepts like supply, demand, government intervention, and market failure.

3. Macroeconomics - Studying measures of economic activity, macroeconomic objectives, demand-side policies, supply-side policies.

4. The Global Economy - The benefits of international trade, protectionism, exchange rates, balance of payments, methods of/barriers 
to development.

Economics goes really well with subjects like politics, philosophy and mathematics.  For those wishing to study it at a higher level, 
there are lots of courses available, both for straight economics as well as combinations with subjects like philosophy, politics, business, 
international relations, development and environmental studies. 
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Visual Arts 
Entry Requirements: No specific entry requirements

It is very helpful if students following Visual Arts within the IB Programme have some 
prior experience of art- making at a level equivalent to GCSE, but this is not essential for 
Standard Level.

Our Visual Arts IB programme aims to engage you successfully with your own creative 
practice, developing ambition, confidence and success. You will have the opportunity to 
experience a broad range of ideas and processes before focusing on an area of creative 
interest and strength. Gallery trips, European study visits, meetings with artists, 
designers and photographers will help you extend your understanding of the changing 
contexts in which art is made. Your tutors are themselves practising artists. After 
following a fairly structured first term, you will then have the freedom to choose your 
area of work and build a portfolio on a range of scales and mediums including portrait, 
landscape, still life, sculpture, painting, drawing and mixed media, before selecting 
pieces from this for your final exhibition.  

Visual Arts IB is assessed in three areas: Process Portfolio (sketchbook and artworks), 
Comparative Study (written essay) and Exhibition.
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THE CORE
Theory of Knowledge
Theory of Knowledge is a central element of the IB in which we 
ask fundamental questions about the nature of knowledge and 
its relationship to the subject areas of the Diploma. Its principal 
aim is to explore the main categories of knowledge with special 
reference to the various problems that students encounter in 
their everyday learning.

• What is the basis for our understanding of the world and 
our beliefs? 

• How do individual beliefs relate to the subjects we study? 

• What status should we give to scientific knowledge as 
compared to artistic or literary knowledge? 

• What is the influence of society and culture on what we 
think we know and believe? 

• What problems of bias does our own experience present? 

• How does language influence our experience and ideas of 
truth? 

• What problems of communication does language present? 

• What is the relationship between perception and questions 
of “reality”? 

• How does maths relate to the world? 

• Is it possible to have emotional truths? 

• How is knowledge acquired and justified and how might 
this differ across subject areas?  

It is hoped that students will acquire a set of critical and conceptual 
tools to enable them to reflect upon and better understand the 
continual connections which can be drawn among the other parts 
of the IB programme. The course takes as its content the academic, 
cultural and individual interests of the students and subjects these 
to critical analysis through applying a set of analytical tools which 
will be of vital and continuing value as you progress through your 
courses. Apart from an appreciation of the role of language in 
thought and knowledge, an understanding of the requirements 
of logical rigour for knowledge claims and an investigation of 
various knowledge systems, you will examine knowledge issues 
across different subject areas. You will be stimulated to develop as 
questioning thinkers, who are empowered to explore the nature of 
subjects, ethical debates and their personal contributions.

Assessment is by coursework: 1. An exhibition of three chosen 
objects and a 950 word description of how these objects link 
to knowledge issues (completed in the summer term of Yr1). 
A collaboration with Sussex University Anthropology Dept will 
introduce this assignment.  2. A 1,600 word essay from a choice 
of six essay titles, engaging with different knowledge issues, 
(completed in the Spring Term of Yr2).   The essay is worth 2/3 
of your ToK grade and is marked by the IB. whilst the exhibition 
is worth 1/3 and is marked by your teachers and then externally 
moderated by the IB.  
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Theory of Knowledge
Grade 

A
Grade 

B 
Grade 

C
Grade 

D

Ex
te

nd
ed

 E
ss

ay

Grade
A 3 pts 3 pts 2 pts 2 pts

Grade
B 3 pts 2 pts 2 pts 1 pt

Grade
C 2 pts 2 pts 1 pt 0

Grade
D 2 pts 1 pt 0 0

Theory of Knowledge and Extended Essay Mark Scheme

Some examples of past Extended Essays:
• How can we explain the origins and nature of the Salem witch trials?
• Representations of precolonial and postcolonial religion in Nigerian                                                                                                                        
    Literature
• Representations of individuality in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World 
    and Thomas More’s Utopia
• How does Walt Whitman’s ‘I Sing the Body Electric’  align with Ralph 
    Waldo Emerson’s ‘Nature
• Do elephants have empathy?
• The extent to which psychological insights can be used to explain and 
    address resistance to behaviour change regarding climate change
• What Effect do Education Systems have on the Educational Achievement  
   and Wellbeing of Young People? A Comparative Study: Finland and 
   England

• What are the socio-economic implications of the 2014 FIFA World Cup 
    on Brazil?
• Factors effecting intraspecific aggression in breeding flamingo colonies
• To what extent should we be governed by happiness?
• To what extent is the Buddhist analysis of suffering correct?

The Extended Essay
The Extended Essay is a perfect opportunity for you to engage with your favourite subject. It is written in the style of a university 
dissertation, being presented formally with an abstract, footnotes, bibliography and page numbers. The maximum length is 4,000 
words. You can write on almost any topic in any subject available on the IB Programme as a whole – not just the subjects available       
at Varndean College.

Each student has their own supervisor whom they meet individually for advice on planning, researching and writing, but the essay 
remains very much their own work. The essay is marked by an examiner somewhere else in the world. The Extended Essay is important 
to the aims of the Diploma Programme because students are responsible for their own independent learning, through which they 
acquire and communicate in-depth knowledge and understanding. The research process involves intellectual risk-taking and extensive 
reflection. Open-mindedness, balance and fairness are key pre-requisites for a good Extended Essay.      
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Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS)
Because the IB believes that education should include every aspect of life an important part of the Diploma Programme core consists of 
Creativity, Activity and Service.

Students complete a programme in all three areas. CAS activity hours are not formally timetabled. Some take place during the college 
day, such as team sports, creative writing or choir. Others take place at times convenient to you. Personal tutors meet students 
individually to help them to organise their CAS programmes. Students keep a personal log in which they record what they have done 
and reflect upon what they have learned as they progress in each activity.

IB students at Varndean have undertaken a wide range of CAS creative activities: acting in plays; singing in the choir; baking; learning a 
musical instrument; taking part in the college’s creative writing programme. There has even been an IB knitting group!

For activity, IB students have played in the College’s netball or rugby teams, but they have also taken part in fitness programmes, 
running, hill-walking, zumba, skiing, yoga and pilates. There are many service opportunities available. Some IB students are active in the 
students’ union; a considerable number volunteer in the NHS in Brighton; some have worked with the elderly; others volunteer at the 
Link College or local primary schools. Whatever you do, the CAS programme is a crucial part of the core of the Diploma Programme and 
its commitment to a complete and principled education.

Creativity:  Cake Sale (Kirk Horn) and Photography (Aaron Goff) Activity:  Climbing (Leyona Bray Kaji) and 
Volunteering with Sussex Homeless Support (Madeline Downie)
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The IB Tutorial Programme
Every IB student has a personal tutor who meets the student on 
a regular basis. The tutor is there to help with work planning, 
to advise on CAS and to support progress generally through the 
Diploma programme. The IB tutors get to know the student and 
their individual needs throughout the course and the tutor also 
provides a point of contact for parents with the college.

As the course develops, attention turns to university 
applications. The personal tutor provides a great deal of help 
with the whole process of choosing a university course and 
with writing the application. The tutor also writes the students’ 
reference.

JONAS
ROBERTS

"I am now taking a gap 
year, but later hope to 
use my IB qualification 
as a gateway into a 
variety of career paths."

“    Having the option to study the IB at 
Varndean was a deal-breaker for me.  

I wanted to keep all my options open and 
not be restricted to just three subjects. I 
also had a cousin who attended Varndean 
and good reports about the college.  

I enjoyed Physics the most.  I already 
had an interest in the subject, especially 
particle physics, and the way my tutor 
showed how all the areas of physics are 
linked really sparked a passion for what I 
was learning.  Although the higher level 
subjects are challenging, there is a huge 
sense of satisfaction once you grasp them.  
I also really enjoyed the Extended Essay 
which was incredibly rewarding and taught 
me a lot about planning a big project.

Studied:  
Maths, Physics, French (HL)
English, Philosophy, Psychology (SL)

Previous School:      
Burgess Hill Academy

Destination:
Gap Year

Spending time on campus with my 
friends was so enjoyable, whether that 
be sitting and talking in the canteen, 
walking around college, or studying in 
the library and open IT room which was 
incredibly helpful.

I am now taking a gap year, but later 
hope to use my IB qualification as a 
gateway into a variety of career paths."
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After the IB - Looking at our Success
Varndean’s IB students achieve an average of 36 points, which 
universities regard as equivalent to three A grades at A Level.  
When compared to a global average of 32 points, this shows 
the dedication, hard work and ability of our IB students.

USHIKA 
KIDD

"The IB stood out to 
me as an appealing 

alternative to A Levels 
and one which would 

provide the opportunity 
to explore a greater 

breadth of subjects."

“
I chose Varndean College as 
the IB stood out to me as an 

appealing alternative to A Levels 
and one which would provide the 
opportunity to explore a greater 
breadth of subjects.  

The subjects I chose worked really 
well together and alongside the 
Core; and although I discovered 
my love of Biology, which certainly 
influenced my choice of university 
degree, it was the interdisciplinary 
nature of the IB which stood out 
the most for me.

I undertook a Nuffield Placement 
which involved analysing data on 
water security in India. This also 
aligned with the criteria for a Gold 
Crest award, which I received.

Studied:  
English, Biology, French (HL)
Maths, History, Spanish (SL)

Previous School:        
Outside the LEA

Destination:
Human Sciences, 
University of Oxford

I was also part of the Student Union, 
participated in Mandarin, the Ethnicity 
Discussion Group and the Climate & 
Environment Action Group, the latter in 
which I completed the Carbon Literacy 
Qualification. I attended Aspire sessions 
to benefit from support for applying to 
Oxbridge and because of this, now have 
an offer to study Human Sciences at 
Oxford.  Varndean was definitely the right 
choice and the IB has provided me with 
the foundations necessary for transition 
to university."

In 2022 Varndean College’s IB Diploma students rose to the 
challenge once again, gaining fantastic results across a wide 
range of subjects and securing places at some of the world's best 
universities.  Due to the pandemic, for most of this cohort, the 
public examinations they sat in May ‘22 were their first ever and 
they certainly stepped up to the challenge, achieving an average 
point score of 36.24.  63% of the cohort achieved 36 points or 
more, and an incredible 32% scored 40 or more, the equivalent 
of 3 A* grades at A Level, whilst 11% scored 44 out of 45, the 
equivalent to five A* at A Level. 

These fantastic results mean that our learners are ready to 
embark on the next exciting chapter of their lives, with 93% of all 
UCAS applicants receiving offers for Russell Group Universities. 
Two thirds of our Oxbridge applicants secured places, including 
Alice Brooker, who scored 42 points, now reading History and 
English at University of Oxford; while Ushika Kidd (pictured left) 
scored 44 points and will be reading Human Sciences at Oxford.

Also scoring 44 points was Isobel Denslow, who is off to study 
Medicine at Queen's University Belfast; Matilda Wicks who will 
be reading Biochemistry at Bristol and Matilda Falchetta who 
will be reading International Relations at Aberystwyth. Elinor 
Prodger achieved 43 points and will be studying Civil Engineering 
at Imperial College London, whilst Caedmon Szobody scored 
42 points and will be focusing on Engineering and Renewable 
Energy at Durham University.
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Some of our other successes include: Luca Buckley-McDonald 
studying Biology at Manchester; Abigail Evans, Biology at 
Sheffield; Harry Clarke, Mathematics at Bristol; Madaleine 
Ward, Biomedical Sciences at Bristol; Desiree Hernandez, Social 
Anthropology at the London School of Economics; Maeve Rogers, 
English Literature and Philosophy at Glasgow; Jens Koster, 
International management and Spanish at Bath; Bruno Baker, 
Sustainability and Environmental Management at Leeds; Eliot 
McCambridge, Maths at Bristol; Tegan Pinchess, Psychology 
at Winchester.University; Ben Weller, Biochemistry at Royal 
Holloway and Henry Hiley, International Relations at Exeter.

Matilda FalchettaAlice Brooker Harry Clarke

  

"I had heard 
really great things 
about the college; 
its academic 
record, student 
support and the 
really welcoming 
atmosphere."

ELINOR
PRODGER

“    I chose Varndean College in order to 
study the IB Diploma.  I had heard 

really great things about the college; its 
academic record, student support and the 
really welcoming atmosphere.

I have really enjoyed expanding upon 
my GCSE level of knowledge and 
understanding the more complex concepts 
in Physics and Chemistry.  In Maths I have 
definitely been challenged.  In Chemistry I 
took part in the C3L6 Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge and was awarded a silver medal.

The aspect I have particularly enjoyed 
most about Varndean is the atmosphere 
and all the friends I have made.  

Studied:  
Physics, Maths, Chemistry (HL)
English, Psychology, German (SL)

Previous School:      
Hove Park

Destination:
Civil Engineering, 
Imperial College London

I now intend to go to university to 
study Civil Engineering with a year 
abroad in Germany. My ambition is to 
work in sustainable infrastrucutre and 
construction, wanting to help a more 
climate friendly environment."
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What OFSTED say about the IB Diploma

“
Students on the IB course make outstanding progress. 
Their achievement is exceptionally high and well above the 

international average.” OFSTED Report 2018

“
The college has a large and highly successful International 
Baccalaureate programme. Scores for the cohort of  IB 

students are exceptionally high. Student progress is 
outstanding.” OFSTED Report 2016

Past Student Success

Studied:  
English, Chemistry, Psychology (HL)
Biology, Maths, Spanish (SL)

Previous School:        
Davison CofE School

Destination:
Psychology, 
Queen Mary College, London

“
Moving from school to college 
is an extremely important 

transitional period in adolescence  
and I wanted a new environment 
where I could start fresh without 
the restraints of school.

Varndean gave me the perfect 
balance of freedom to thrive 
independently whilst at the same 
time provided the necessary 
support from tutors and peers. My 
tutors would push me to do the 
best I can and believed in me when 
I didn't believe in myself.  I was 
never afraid to ask for help.

Whilst studying the IB I discovered 
my passion for psychology and am

CARLA ESGUERRA

"Varndean gave me 
the perfect balance 

of freedom to thrive 
independently 

whilst at the same 
time provided the 
necessary support 

from tutors and 
peers."

now going to continue it at degree level 
at Queen Mary College, London.  I used 
to be a YMCA mental health champion 
and my future career aspiration is to 
become an eductional psychologist and 
use my knowledge of psychology to help 
enhance the learning of children."

Amongst our many success stories, 
2021 saw Francesca Fairhead (pictured 
left) achieve her place at University of 
Cambridge to study English, Lillian Laffan 
going to Cambridge to study Philosophy, 
Sammy Doublet studying Architecture at 
UCL, and Anthea Gabot also going to UCL 
to study Medicine.  

In 2020, congratulations went to 
Fiyinfoluwa Oladipo for achieving his 
place to study Medicine at Imperial 
College, London, Eben Roddis 
(pictured right) who secured a place at 
Leeds to read Maths and Philosophy, 
Ines Aranguena Aniceto, studying 
Politics and International Relations at 
Warwick and Nancy Farris, at Leeds to 
studying Classics and History.
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What our past students say about the IB

“
The IB course is academically challenging and exciting. The 
range of subjects made my learning broader and more 

balanced whilst the higher and standard level structure of the 
course allowed me to delve deeper into my favourite subjects and 
explore what I was specifically interested in. The nature of the 
course means that you are part of a community full of amazing 
people. Varndean College has such a friendly atmosphere, it 
always felt like a social and supportive space and the teachers had 
genuine passion for their subjects.”
Kate Granlund (Varndean College 2017-2019), now studying  
English, University of Cambridge.

“
Studying the IB was one of the best choices I’ve made.  It is 
quite a demanding programme but the teachers were 

excellent and so enthusiastic and I am constantly drawing on the 
things that I learnt.  Varndean College is a special place to study 
because the campus is pretty and spacious and you really do feel 
part of one supportive and caring community.”
Caroline Banerjee (Varndean College 2015-2017), studied 
English, University of Cambridge (2017-2020).

“
My enthusiasm for languages was really cultivated by the 
wonderful French and German teachers I had during my time 

on the IB at Varndean, and more broadly I think that the IB 
encouraged me to think beyond the UK and Europe in terms of 
education and possibilities. I spent the second year of my 
university degree studying in Tehran and travelling throughout 
Iran and in my third year worked during the holidays in Rajasthan, 
India on mental health intervention for a maternal health charity. 
I also ran the Amnesty International Society at Oxford.”
Ella Cohen-Haddon (Varndean College 2013-2015), studied 
Persian Studies, University of Oxford (2016-2019).

Sam Woolven (2011-13) - 39 points
Sam studied International Relations at the University 
of Exeter in which he achievedf a 1st Class Degree. 
He then worked for a year in a media agency before 
joining the Civil Service, now working at the Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Office in the 
communication division.
Sam said “The International Baccalaureate at 
Varndean set me up perfectly for University and post-
graduate study. The course promoted independent 

thought and strong organisational skills that are invaluable in later studies. 
Varndean is a unique college; it really feels like a stepping stone between school 
and university. The teachers are fantastic and treat you like adults. The campus-
like feel of Varndean was lovely, particularly in the summer when we regularly 
revised outside in the quads.
I made life-long friends during my time on the IB. Our tight-knit group supported 
one another throughout the two year course. I also really personally valued the 
inclusivity and diversity of the course. My fellow students came from all walks of 
life and from all over the world.”

Natasha Dhanraj (2009-11) - 39 points
Tasha took a gap year and worked at the BBC before 
studying Theology at Oxford. They are now an award 
winning professional comedy writer. 
Tasha said “My favourite thing about the IB was 
the variety and international focus of the whole 
curriculum. It did feel like I was broadening my 
horizons.  The IB gave me a wider base of knowledge 
than I would have had otherwise and that's meant I 
can hold my own in conversations with people across 
a variety of bizarre niches. As a comedy writer, being 

able to draw on such a variety of extra knowledge is always useful for writers 
rooms and joke writing. It also means that if I ever decide to have a dramatic 
career change later in life, I've got a wider choice of which direction to go in! "
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For further information:
email: 

Lee Finlay-Gray, Head of School and 
IB Diploma Programme Co-ordinator

lzg@varndean.ac.uk

Varndean College
Surrenden Road

Brighton, BN1 6WQ
Tel: 01273 508011

www.varndean.ac.uk

VISITING US
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

DIPLOMA PRESENTATION EVENING
Tuesday 11 October 2022

6.30pm - 7.45pm (Doors 6pm)
www.varndean.ac.uk/events  

COLLEGE OPEN EVENTS
Saturday 24 September 2022

11am - 2pm
Tuesday 1 & Wednesday 2 November 2022

6.30pm - 9pm
Further details available via our website 

www.varndean.ac.uk/events


