Chemistry "A flying start"
The following pages give you a brief look at some of the work you will be covering in
chemistry.

Getting and staying organised
The key to level 3 success is good organisation; keeping your notes in good order
and keeping track of progress through the course is essential.
You should record homework details and the hand-in date in your college planner.
Bring it to all lessons as the Chemistry Department frequently runs extra-curricular
activities and this will enable you to record and remember the dates.
Get yourself a large folder (just for Chemistry) with a set of dividers and file your notes at
the end of each short section. You will also need to get a smaller folder for transporting
notes to and from college, and for keeping your current notes in.
Bring paper, a pencil, calculator and pens to every lesson.
You will buy a textbook which supports your Level 3 Chemistry course.

Preparation and reading ahead
You should do regular background reading — expect to spend a weekly session of
around an hour doing Chemistry reading of some sort. Reading ahead from your
textbook is the best preparation for coming to a lesson; setting aside a regular
period for Chemistry reading is a good habit to develop and will stand you in good
stead at revision time. There is a reading list on the chemistry intranet.

Homework
You will be set homework each week, generally written homework, but tutors do set a
variety of tasks so be prepared to undertake a research activity, a computer quiz, work
to be done in pairs etc. You may also be set some specific reading from your
textbook/CD, or from a book/journal/CD in the LRC.

Chemistry Online
You can access the Chemistry intranet from college and from home if you are
connected to the web. There are sections for AS, A2 and IB Chemists and a
general section relevant to all.
All the vital information about your course is there i.e. specifications, coursework
requirements, numerous activities and help sheets, copies of homework and feedback
on homework. You should become familiar with it as soon as possible and it will
become a valuable resource and support to your work throughout your time with the
Chemistry Department.
The following pages should refresh your general chemistry skills and set you off on the
right track.

Have a go. You may well find some of it difficult but persevere or see if you can work
with someone.

