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Outdoor seating/teaching

Landscape vision

Creating a 21st century campus at Varndean College

Creating alterntive learning environments for use in 
warmer weather and providing seating

• Providing shelter from the winds using planting
• Using felled timber to create seats
• Arranging in a flexible way
• Using the site’s contours to create an amphitheatre
• providing space for staff and students to use at break 

times 

• Providing greening to ‘blend’ between new buildings and old, and to soften sensitive views 
from the edges of the site

• A climate change-resilient setting providing shade and cooling through tree planting
• Pedestrian and cycle friendly environment including opening up new public routes 

through the site
• Creating a green and tranquil learning environment that supports of staff and students’ 

mental health and an environment that supports learning
• Providing spaces and resources for nature in order to combat local losses in biodiversity. A 

‘mosaic’ of wildlife resources
• Using planted slopes to address the changes in level
• Encouraging inclusivity in outdoor space 

Spaces for learning and sitting 
created from natural timbers

Educational resource

Integrating the ecology areas into the curriculum 
as a place to learn about nature and encourage 
healthy outdoor living

• Potential use for learning on college courses:
 Environmental sustainability
 Health & nutrition
 Biology
 Geography

 Art & design

• Stones and logs to look under
• Shallow water pools
• A table to share findings 
• Encouraging better diet - edible planting 

could be integrated, such as blackberry, plum, 
strawberry, etc

Participation

Getting staff and students involved in planning, planting 
and looking after the ecology area

• Involving students at design stage
• Encouraging active participation in the 

management and upkeep of the area
• Encouraging participation for those with 

disabilities/ specialist learning requirements

Potential for food foraging
Learning about native fora 
and fauna

Foraging hedgerows as a learning 
resource

Involving young people in stewardship 
of the natural environment

Nature trail

Providing a network of paths through the site to help 
connect new and old facilities

• Chalk hoggin could be used as a path surface on 
smaller nature trails

• Narrow mown paths through grassland

Main paths formed from chalk 
hoggin, minor paths in mown grass

Tree planting

A range of tree types offering dappled shade and 
a green setting:
• Larger street trees adjacent to Surrenden 

Road softening the view of new buildings
• Clusters of native woodland edge-style tree 

planting in the more natural areas
• Offering shelter from wind and passive 

cooling in summer

Elm woodland with shade tolerant 
underplanting in more natural areas

Larger trees to edge of Surrenden rd

Exposed chalk bunds

Pronounced mounds of exposed chalk, offering a range 
of orientations and gradients in decorative forms:
• low nutrient encourages chalk wildflower planting
• habitat for burrowing invertebrates/insects
• basking areas orientated toward the sun
• could be configured in playful shapes - similar to 

historic geoglyphs

Low fertility chalk grassland in flat expanses allowed to 
grow to long sward:
• self-seeding meadow and wildflower species
• nectar source for pollinators
• simple maintenance regime
• overseeded with cornfield annuals
• native spring bulb planting

Chalk meadow

Butterfly bund at Dorothy Stringer 
school 2010

Butterfly bund at Dorothy Stringer 
school 2010

Chalk meadow accommodating grass 
and wildflower species

Important nectar source for 
butterflies

Typical chalk bund - aerial view
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grow to long sward:
• self-seeding meadow and wildflower species
• nectar source for pollinators
• simple maintenance regime
• overseeded with cornfield annuals
• native spring bulb planting

Chalk meadow

Butterfly bund at Dorothy Stringer 
school 2010

Butterfly bund at Dorothy Stringer 
school 2010

Chalk meadow accommodating grass 
and wildflower species

Important nectar source for 
butterflies

Typical chalk bund - aerial view

Outdoor seating/teaching

Landscape vision

Creating a 21st century campus at Varndean College

Creating alterntive learning environments for use in 
warmer weather and providing seating

• Providing shelter from the winds using planting
• Using felled timber to create seats
• Arranging in a flexible way
• Using the site’s contours to create an amphitheatre
• providing space for staff and students to use at break 

times 

• Providing greening to ‘blend’ between new buildings and old, and to soften sensitive views 
from the edges of the site

• A climate change-resilient setting providing shade and cooling through tree planting
• Pedestrian and cycle friendly environment including opening up new public routes 

through the site
• Creating a green and tranquil learning environment that supports of staff and students’ 

mental health and an environment that supports learning
• Providing spaces and resources for nature in order to combat local losses in biodiversity. A 

‘mosaic’ of wildlife resources
• Using planted slopes to address the changes in level
• Encouraging inclusivity in outdoor space 

Spaces for learning and sitting 
created from natural timbers

Educational resource

Integrating the ecology areas into the curriculum 
as a place to learn about nature and encourage 
healthy outdoor living

• Potential use for learning on college courses:
 Environmental sustainability
 Health & nutrition
 Biology
 Geography

 Art & design

• Stones and logs to look under
• Shallow water pools
• A table to share findings 
• Encouraging better diet - edible planting 

could be integrated, such as blackberry, plum, 
strawberry, etc

Participation

Getting staff and students involved in planning, planting 
and looking after the ecology area

• Involving students at design stage
• Encouraging active participation in the 

management and upkeep of the area
• Encouraging participation for those with 

disabilities/ specialist learning requirements

Potential for food foraging
Learning about native fora 
and fauna

Foraging hedgerows as a learning 
resource

Involving young people in stewardship 
of the natural environment

Nature trail

Providing a network of paths through the site to help 
connect new and old facilities

• Chalk hoggin could be used as a path surface on 
smaller nature trails

• Narrow mown paths through grassland

Main paths formed from chalk 
hoggin, minor paths in mown grass

Tree planting

A range of tree types offering dappled shade and 
a green setting:
• Larger street trees adjacent to Surrenden 

Road softening the view of new buildings
• Clusters of native woodland edge-style tree 

planting in the more natural areas
• Offering shelter from wind and passive 

cooling in summer

Elm woodland with shade tolerant 
underplanting in more natural areas

Larger trees to edge of Surrenden rd

Exposed chalk bunds

Pronounced mounds of exposed chalk, offering a range 
of orientations and gradients in decorative forms:
• low nutrient encourages chalk wildflower planting
• habitat for burrowing invertebrates/insects
• basking areas orientated toward the sun
• could be configured in playful shapes - similar to 

historic geoglyphs

Low fertility chalk grassland in flat expanses allowed to 
grow to long sward:
• self-seeding meadow and wildflower species
• nectar source for pollinators
• simple maintenance regime
• overseeded with cornfield annuals
• native spring bulb planting

Chalk meadow

Butterfly bund at Dorothy Stringer 
school 2010

Butterfly bund at Dorothy Stringer 
school 2010

Chalk meadow accommodating grass 
and wildflower species

Important nectar source for 
butterflies

Typical chalk bund - aerial view

Landscape Vision:

• Providing greening to ‘blend’ between new buildings 
and old, and to soften sensitive views from the edges 
of the site

• A climate change-resilient setting providing shade and 
cooling through tree planting

• Pedestrian and cycle friendly environment including 
opening up new public routes through the site

• Creating a green and tranquil learning environment 
that supports of staff and students’ mental health and 
an environment that supports learning

• Providing spaces and resources for nature in order 
to combat local losses in biodiversity. A ‘mosaic’ of 
wildlife resources

• Using planted slopes to address the changes in level
• Encouraging inclusivity in outdoor space

Participation:

Getting staff and students involved in planning, planting
and looking after the ecology area.
• Involving students at design stage
• Encouraging active participation in the management 

and upkeep of the area
• Encouraging participation for those with disabilities/ 

specialist learning requirements

Phase 1 allows the gate from Surrenden road to be open

Main paths formed from chalk hoggin, minor paths in mown 
grass

Chalk meadow accommodating grass and wildflower 
species as important nectar source for butterflies

Butterfly bund at Dorothy 
Stringer School 2010

Typical chalk bund - aerial 
view

Exposed Chalk Bunds:

Pronounced mounds of exposed chalk, offering a range
of orientations and gradients in decorative forms:
• Low nutrient encourages chalk wildflower planting
• Habitat for burrowing invertebrates/insects
• Basking areas orientated toward the sun
• Could be configured in playful shapes - similar to historic 

geoglyphs

Chalk Meadow:

Low fertility chalk grassland in flat expanses allowed to 
grow to long sward:
• Self-seeding meadow and wildflower species
• Nectar source for pollinators
• Simple maintenance regime
• Overseeded with cornfield annuals
• Native spring bulb planting

Nature Trail and Tree Planting:

Providing a network of paths through the site to help 
connect new and old facilities.
• Chalk hoggin could be used as a path surface on 

smaller nature trails
• Narrow mown paths through grassland

A range of tree types offering dappled shade and a 
green setting:
• Larger street trees adjacent to Surrenden Road 

softening the view of new buildings
• Clusters of native woodland edge-style tree planting in 

the more natural areas
• Offering shelter from wind and passive cooling in 

summer

Chalk habitat mounds

Existing trees

Proposed trees

Existing short grass areas

Pedestrian path network

Existing sports pitches

Proposed wildflower meadow

Proposed planting

Parking areas

Ecology 
garden

Sports pitches

Existing area of 
biodiverse scrubland

Existing chalk 
bund

Path connection 
to existing gate

Sports pitches
Wildflower 
meadows

New main 
entrance 

Informal games & 
social space

Cricket nets

Existing 
public 
access

Chalk 
mounds

Sports centre 
car park

Terraced 
courtyard

Existing chalk 
bund

Chalk Habitat Mounds

Existing Trees

Proposed Trees

Pedestrain Path Network

Existing Short Grass Areas

Existing Sports Pitches

Proposed Wildflower Meadow

Proposed Planting

Parking Areas


