Welcome to
Varndean College
University
Information Evening

25th March 2025

TRANSFORMING LIVES EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION



Previous School
Blatchington Mill

A Level Results
Philosophy A*

Modern History A*
Classical Civilisation A*

Destination

Classical Archaeology & Ancient
History, University of Oxford
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Previous School
Varndean School

Diploma
Achieved 42 points
Dejti.nation
Bo-Min RyU m:ivlecll-giet'g College London
EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION

International Baccalaureate

Anna Zhang

Previous School
Dorothy Stringer

A Level Results
Modern History A
Politics A

Classical Civilisation B
Extended Project Qualitication A

Destination
History,
University of Manchester

Jacob Haslam

Varndean
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Previous School
Our Lady of Sion

International Baccalaureate
Diploma
Achieved 41 points

Destination
Psychological & Behavioural Sciences
University of Cambridge

Flora Burleigh
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Previous School
Varndean School

A Level Results
Chemistry A
Maths A

Physics B

Destination
Chemistry
University of Bristol

Soren Hickinbottom
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Previous School
Lonahill

Results

CACHE Level 3 Diploma in
Education & Childcare B

Destination
Early Childhood Education
Norland College

Isabella Payne

Varndea

S CollegeBrighto {ove



Previous School
Patcham High

A Level Results
Textiles A*
Classical Civilisation A
Early Modern History A
+EPQ (A)

Destination
Classical Civilisation
University of Warwick

Lydia Rae
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Previous School
Downlands

A Level Results

3D Design A*
Graphic Design A*
Business Studies C

Destination

Degree Apprenticeship in
UX Design at the BBC, London

Felix Growney

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION

Previous School =
Oathall Community College b
International Baccalaureate
Diploma

Achieved 44 points

Destination
Engineering
University of Cambridge

Ella Tingley

Varndea

W~ CollegeBrigh



Presentation to download
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University or not? - What to Consider

Is there a subject they really want to learn (more) about?
Are they good at self directed study?

Are they ready to ‘spread their wings™?

Will they ask for help if they need it?

Does their career plan require a degree?
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Other Options..

e Degree apprenticeships - detailed information here
* You apply to an employer and then the University
* Lengthy application process/ numerous online tests/
interviews and then final in person interview
* Attend university part time alongside your job
* Earn a salary while you study
* Employer and Govt. will cover the tuition fees

5
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https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships
https://www.chi.ac.uk/degree-apprenticeships/#courses

Other Options

e Apprenticeships - detailed information here and live
apprenticeships here - Fairs here

e [nto work - many sites - the LANDED APP - specific job
site for 18 - 25 year olds and only local jobs / Varndean

Career Starter Programme
S
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https://www.gov.uk/become-apprentice
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/
https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/storage/app/uploads/public/67a/cbd/f32/67acbdf329820704904909.pdf

GETITON

< 2 Download on the
' GooglePlay @ App Store

hard work

finding work

LOCALIOBS |

LANDED/ARP « Sy
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Gap Year - How to make it work for you

Taking A Gap Year Presentation
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Lj1NezWDgkL79k49rNHNwc4V4GdSeNcz/edit#slide=id.p13

Gap year ... or not?

Pros: Cons:
e Gain new sKills e Losing impetus to
e Find out who you are study
e Enter uni with e Money!
maturity e Being a year behind
e Build confidence friends

e 60% of students said a gap year helped them decide on
their degree course

e 90% of gap year students go to university
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University - Benefits

e Dedicated time to explore their subject

e Stepping stone to further
academic/professional qualifications

e Lifelong friendships/contacts

e Exposure to industry relevant cutting
edge research

e On average, earn more when starting
work and through working life
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How to choose a Subject x

e What do they care about?

/&
/
[F_’D

e What topics fire them up at home?

e Are there any particular modules/units/
assignments they have enjoyed more than others?

e Look at university courses online - do a ‘deselection’
exercise together - it's easier to eliminate lots of subjects
than pinpoint one
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How to choose a Subject (cont.) ?‘

e Listen to online subject lectures and webinars

e Use student forums such as ‘The Student Room’ to hear
what others say

e Connect with current university students through Unibuddy

e Keep options open and choose a general subject and
specialise at masters level

e Try to visit the universities - www.opendays.com
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https://www.opendays.com/

UCAS Timeline

Students can book an appointment with the Careers Team
at any time to receive 1:1 support with decision making

APRIL - MAY e JUNE  cmemmmmmeeeee. JULY ceeeeo

~
H
Attend UCAS Fair UCAS.COM - create own June 24t Attend Y1 Uni Attend Summer Schools :
UCAS Hub Info Day at Uni of Sussex and PS Writing Day [
4 April 2025 held at the Brighton !
Centre - 500 free tickets - start All students in Y1 can open their own Students visit campus, hear talks on Try out a subject at a uni summer !
researching courses. Students have UCAS Hub - this gives them access to ‘how to choose a subject’, ‘how to school. Make a start on the UCAS :
already received email with information on university and write a Personal Statement’ and a talk Personal Statement - many 1
instructions - support during tutorials apprenticeships and their own on Student Finance. Also attend a universities at college :
UCAS application form subject taster of choice 1
’
G ——— OCT T —— SEPT - ———— —— —— —— - AUG - - ——— —— —— ——
i
: Oxbridge & MVD UCAS Support in Tutorial Visit Unis, Boost PS
1 application deadline
1 Students complete UCAS Use the summer to attend uni
: Attend 1:1 Personal Statement application Sept-Nov with help open days, arrange WEX and
1 support clinics with visiting from tutor - internal deadline for super-curricular activities
: universities Oxbridge/MVD
)

N6V SRS OslchLEaEE 0909090 st 0909090  iemmeeseaceas 0000 Jimemaes

Internal Deadline all other Start Receiving Offers Application Deadline Student Finance Opens
UCAS applications
Log into UCAS Hub to view offers It is possible to apply after the Students create account and
UCAS forms checked by tutors, as they arrive deadline - student would need to complete student finance
references attached, forms check to see if university is still application

sent to UCAS accepting applications ﬁ Varndean

College!



Where to get help...

HE Mentor - UCAS support + check UCAS application
1:1 Careers Appointment - individual, specific help
Tutorial Time - all UCAS information provided
Unifrog - Available to all students

UCAS.com - everything higher education + more
University Programmes

In college and external events
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Let's hear from the experts ...

e Amelie
e Billy
e [sabelle
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University - How to Apply

Students will register on UCAS.com during tutorial and open
their own ‘UCAS Hub'- this allows them to start researching
and storing all the information most pertinent to them

Once they have registered they can also access their own
application form - www.ucas.com

The application cycle for entry 2026 starts on 13th May 2025
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https://www.ucas.com/

Select up to 5 Courses

Up to 5 choices - 1 Personal Statement

Check/compare units/modules - universities write their
own courses

Where do they want to live? Home or Away?

Try to visit the universities - www.opendays.com

Make sure predicted grades match entry requirements -
understand the UCAS Tariff - CHECK CRITERIA!

) Varndean
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https://www.opendays.com/

Help with Personal Statements:

e Why do you want to study this course or subject?

e How have your qualifications and studies helped
you to prepare for this course or subject?

e What else have you done to prepare outside of
education, and why are these experiences useful?
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https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-university/writing-your-personal-statement

Everything to do
with going to REGISTER
university:
WWWw.ucas.com

Last name

UC/\S Discover Applying Money & student life  International Q O g Signin

Password

Confirm password

CHOOSE YOUR FUTURE

Terms and Conditions &

tes  Uni&colleges Apprenticeships Advice Events  Subject tasters . | have read and understood the

Register
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http://www.ucas.com

Brighton Centre - 4th April 2025

U C/\S Discover Applying  Money & student life  International

# | Events search

UCAS DISCOVERY BRIGHTON 2025

4 April 2025, The Brighton Centre, Brighton

Book your place now
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https://www.ucas.com/events/ucas-discovery-brighton-2025-455731

Important dates: o A0

* 4th April - UCAS Discovery Fair - 500 tickets (free)

* 24th June - All Year 1s to visit University of Sussex
for University Information Day

* UCAS Personal Statement Writing Day (date tbc)

* Year 1 Work Experience Week 30th June - 4th July
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Access to slides

All slides will be available on the ‘parents’
section under the ‘Careers’ tab of the college
website tomorrow.
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Next talks..

Oxbridge Talk - Room Q3 -Jacob Lund
Art Foundation - Room 26 - Rob Macdonald
UCAS/Finance Q&A - Hall - Jo & Jake
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Thank you for
attending our
University
Information Evening

,”J”ﬁ

u‘ib ; !;,';'rrfj | Please email

M a N\ , careers@varndean.ac.uk
ek LA - ceor I —" with any queries



We value your
feedback




